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A CUP OF COLD WATEH. 

Thtt Lord of Uve harvest walked forth orw <lav, 

Wh«re tlw «♦!«>» were*while with the ripen lux wiwat, 
Where thuae li« had Mat hi the early morn. 

Were reaping the ftralu tn the nrnm-day heat, 
He hadehiwen a place for each faithful une, 
And hidden Uusm work till the day wasTjone. 
Apart from lh# others ; with troubled voice, 

•Spoke one who had (Fathered no gulden grata ; 
'"The Matter has given no work to me. 

Ami my coming hither ha» been in vain : 
The reaper* with glartiiw" and 8<n»K will come. 
But no sheav«-w will be mine in the harvest home." 

lie heard .the complaint, aiidfhe called her name : 
■• (tear child, why standest thou idle here ¥ 

Go fill thy cup from the htlhttde stream 
And bring it those who are toilttiz near ; 

I will bleu thy labor, and It nliall lie 

Kepi In remembrance as done fur me." 

'Twaa a little service, but ti .11 i-tul hearts 

Thanked (Jolt for Hie water s<> MS) and clear ; 
And some who were fainting with tlilrat and lieat, 

Went forth with new strength to the work to dear ; 
And many a weary soul looked up, 
Bevived and cheered by tlie little cup. 
Dear Lord. I Have looked with an envious heart 

On those who were reaping tlie golden grain ; 
1 have thought In thy work 1 had no part, 

And mourned that my life was lived In vain ; 
But now thou hut opened my eyes to see 
That thou hut some little work for me. 

If only Uiia labor of love be mtue— 

To gladden tlie heart of some toiling saint ; 
To whisper some words that will cheer the weak : 

Do something to comfort the worn and faints 
Though small be the service. I will not grieve. 
Content just a cup of cold water to give. 
And when the Lord of the harvest shall come, 

Aud tbe laborers home from the Held shall call, 
He will not look lor my gathered sheave* ; 

But his loving words on my ear shall fall : 
'•Thou gavest a cup of cold water to Me, 
A heavenly home thy reward shall be." 


MIRACLES. 


In conversation with an esteemed friend in 
the city of Dayton, some weeks ago, he sard, 
"I do not believe there ever was a miracle 
wrought by any one." I did not doubt his 
sincerity, but felt that it was an easy matter 
for one to be mistaken. Either I or iny friend 
is mistaken, for 1 as confidently believe the 
miracles of the Bible were really performed, 
as he believes the contrary, and if thtt was a 
matter of indifference, that could have no bear- 
ing upon our eternul welfare one way or the 
other, 1 might safely let it rest here. But it 
my friend is right in his view of the matter, 
the Bible is a fuble, and the christian religion 
which it teaches, is an imposition palmed off 
on the credulity of mankind, by a set of wick- 
ed and designing men, and ought to have 
been exposed and rejected at once. For I 
am willing to admit, that, if the miracles of 
Jesus Christ and his Apostles, as recorded in 
the New Testament, are not divine aliena- 
tions of the truth of the Christian religion and 
its doctrines, 1 am ready and willing to reject 
the whole as unworthy of eon fide inc. Will 
my friend come up with the proof I o the con- 
trary ? 

But with Nicodemus of old, I am ready to 
sav of Christ, "We know that i Imu art a teacli- 
er" come from Worf, for no mancau do the work* 
that thou doest except God be with him:* And 
what we have farther to say upon this sub- 
ject, at present, we shall say by quoting the 
language of another writer, for we feci that no 
one can say it better : "If miracle* be ufteets 
contrary to the established const it ution of 
things, we are certain that they will never be 
jiei'formed on trivial occasions. The consti- 
tution of things was established by the Crea- 
tor and Governor of the universe, and is un- 
doubtedly the nflsprinjr of infinite wisdom, 
pursuing a plan for the beat of purpose.-. 
From this plan no deviations can be made but 
by God himself, or hy some powerful being 
acting with his permission. The plans devis- 
ed by wisdom arc steady in proportion to their 
perfection, and the plans of infinite wisdom 
must be absolutely perfect. From this con- 
sideration, some men have ventured to con- 
clude that no miracle was ever wrought, nor 
can rationally be expected ; but mature re- 
flection must soon satisfy usthat all such con- 
clusions are hasty. 

"Man is unquestionably the principal crea- 
ture in this world, and apparently the only 
one in it who is capable of being made ae- 

2uatnted with the relation he sustains to his 
Creator. We cannot, therefore, doubt, but 
that such of the taws of nature as extend not 
their operations beyond the limits of this 
«arth, were established chiefly, it not solely 
for the good of mankind ; and if, in any par- 
ticular circumstances, that good can be more 
effectually promoted by an occasional devia- 
tion from these laws, such a deviation may lie 
reasonably expected. 

We know from history, that almost all man- 
kind were once sunk into the grossest ignor- 
ance of the most important truths ; that they 
knew not the Being by whom they were creat- 
ed and supported ; that they paid divine ador- 
ation to stalks, atones aud the vilest reptiles ; 
and that they were slaves to the most impious, 
cruel, and degrading superstitious. From 
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this depraved state it was surely not unworthy 
of the Divine Being to rescue his helpless 
creatures, to enlighten their understandings 
that they might perceive what is right, and to 
present to them motives of sufficient force to 
engage them in the practice of it. But the un- 
derstandings of ignorant barbarians cannot he 
enlightened by arguments ; because of the 
force of such arguments, as regards moral 
science, they are not qualified to judge. The 
philosophers of Athens and Rome inculcated, 
indeed, many excellent moral precepts, and 
they sometimes vein tired to expose the ab- 
surdities of reigning superstition ; but their 
lectures had no influence upon the multitudes 
and they had themselves imbibed such erron- 
eous notions respecting the attribu*"s of the 
.Supreme Being, and the nature of (lie human 
soul, and converted those notions into first 
principles, of which they wmld not permit an 
examination, that even among them a thor- 
ough reformation was not to be expected from 
the powers of reasoning. It is likewise to be 
observed, that there are many truths of tin- 
utmost importance to mankind, which unas- 
sisted reason could never have discovered. 
Among these, we may confidently reckon the 
immortality of the soul, the terms upon which 
God will save sinners, and the manner in 
which that all-perfect Being may be accept- 
ably worshipi)ed ; about all of which philoso- 
phers were in such uncertainty, that, accord- 
ing to Plato, 'Whatever is set right, and as it 
should be, iu the present evil state of the 
world, can be so only by the particular inter- 
position of God.* 

"An immediate revelation from heaven, 
therefore, was the only method by which infi- 
nite wisdom and perfect goodness could re- 
form a bewildered and vicious race. But this 
revelation at whatever time w« suppose it 
given, must have been made directly either to 
some chosen individuals commissioned to in- 
struct othei*, or to every man and woman for 
whose benefit it was ultimately intended. 
Were every person instructed in the knowl- 
edge of his duty by immediate inspiration; 
and were the motives to practice it brought 
home to his mind by God himself, human na- 
ture would lie wholly changed ; men would 
not be the moral agents, nor by consequence 
be en pa I ilc nf either reward or punishment. It 
remains, therefore, that, if God has been gra- 
ciously pleased lo enlighten and reform man- 
kind, without destroying the moral nature 
which man [iossi-sscs, he can have done it 
only by revealing his truth to certain chosen 
instrument*, who were the immediate instruc- 
tors of their contemporaries, and through 
them have been the instructor* of succeeding 
ages. 

"I*et us suppose this to have been actually 
the case, and consider how those inspired 
teachers could communicate to others, every 
truth which had been revealed to themselves. 
Tlu-y might easily, if it were part of their 
duty, deliver a system of natural and moral 
science, and establish it upon the common ba- 
sis of experiment and oemonst ration ; but 
what foundation can they lay for those t rut lis 
which unassisted reason cannot discover ; and 
which, when they are revealed, ap|>car to have 
no necessary relation to anything previously 
known t To a bare affirmation that they had 
been immediately received from God. no ra- 
tional being could Ik* expected to assert. The 
teachers might 1m- men of known veracity, 
whose simple assertion would be admitted as 
sufficient evidence for any fact in conformity 
with the known laws of nature ; but as every 
man has the evidence of his own conscious- 
ness and experience that revelation from hea- 
ven are deviations from these laws ; an asser- 
tion so apparently extravagant would lie re- 
jected as false, unless supported by some bet- 
ter proof than the mere affirmation of the 
teacher. I n t his stat e of things we conceive 
of no evidence sufficient to make such doc- 
trines be received as the truths of God, but 
the power of working miracles committed to 
him who taught them. This would, indeed, 
be fully adequate to the purpose ; for, if there 
was nothing in the doctrines themselves, im- 
pious, immoral, or contrary to truths already 
know, the only thing that could render the 
teacher's assertion incredible, would bo its im- 
plying such an intimate communion with God 
as is contrary to the established course of 
things ; by which men are left to acquire all 
their knowledge by the exercise of their own 
faculties. I jet us now suppose one of these 
inspired teachers to tell his countrymen, that 
he did not desire them, on his ipae duett, to 
believe that he had preternatural communica- 
tion with the I )eity, but that, for the truth of 
his assertion, he would give them tbe evidence 
of their own senses ; and alter this declaration 
let us suppose him immediately to raise a per- 
son from the dead in their presence, merely 
by calling him to come out from . his grave. 
Would not the only possible' objection to the 
man's veracity be removed by this miracle r 
and his assertions, that he had received such 
and such doctrines from God, be as fully cred- 


ited as if it related to the most common oc- 
currences ? Undoubtedly it would j for when 
so much preternatural power was visibly com- 
municated to this person, no one could have 
reason to question his having received an 
equal portion of supernatural knowledge. A 
palpable deviation from the known Taws of 
nature in one instance, is proof that such a 
deviation is possible in another ; and in such 
case as this, it is the witness of God to the 
truth of man. 

"Miracles, then, under which we include 
prophecy, are the only direct evidence which 
can be given of divine inspiration. When a 
religion or any religious truth is to be reveal- 
ed fromhesvtn, they appear to be absolutely 
necessary, to enforce its reception among 
men ; and this is the only case in which we 
can suppose them necessary ; or believe for a 
moment that they ever have been, or ever will 
be performed. 

"The history of almost every religion 
abounds with relations of prodigies and won- 
ders, and of the intercourse of men with the 
gods : but wu know of no religious system, 
those of the Jews and Christians excepted, 
which appeal to miracles as the sole evidence 
of its truth aud divinity. The pretended mir- 
acles mentioned by Pagan historians and 
poets, aie not said to have been publicly 
wrought to enforce the truth of a new relig- 
ion, contrary to the reigning idolatry. Many 
of them may be clearly shown tc have been 
mere natural events ; others of them are rep- 
resents! as having been performed in secret, 
on the most trivial occasions, and in obscure 
and fabulous ages, long prior to the era of the 
writers by whom they are recorded ; and soch 
of them as at first view appear to be best at- 
tested, are evidently tricks contrived for in- 
terested [jersons, to flatter power, or to prom- 
ote the prevailing superstitions. 

For these reasons, as well as on account of 
the immoral character of the divinities by 
whom they were said to have been wrought, 
they are altogether unworthy ol examination, 
and carry, in the very nature of them, the 
competent proofs of falsehood and imposture. 
But the miracles recorded of Moses and of 
Christ bear a very different character. None 
of them are represented as wrought on trivial 
occasions. The writers who mention them 
were eye-witnesses of the facts which they 
affirm to have been performed publicly, in at 
testation of the truth of their respective sys- 
tems. They are, indeed, so incorporated with 
their systems, that the miracles cannot be 
separated from the doctrines ; aud if the mir- 
acle* lie not realty per formed, the doctrines 
cannot possibly lie true. Besides all this, 
thev were wrought in support of revelations, 
which opposed all the religious systems, sup- 
erstitions, and prejudices, ot the age in Which 
thev were given ; a circumstance which of it- 
self sets them, in point of authority, infinitely 
above the pagan prodigies, as well as the ly- 
ing wonders of the Romish church. 

It is indeed, we believe, universally admit- 
ted, that the miracles mentioned in the book 
of Exodus and the four Gospels, might, to 
those who saw them performed, be sufficient 
evidence of the divine inspiration of Moses 
and of Christ ; but to us it may be thought 
that they are no evidence ; as ve must believe 
in the miracles themselves, if we believe in 
them, merely upon the authority of human 
testimony. 

"Why, it has been sometimes asked, are not 
miracles wrought in all ages and countries V 
It the religion of Christ was to be of perpet- 
ual duration, every generation ot men ought 
to have complete evidence of its truth and di- 
vinity. 

"To the performance of miracles in every 
age and in every country, perhaps the same 
objections lie, as to the immediate inspiration 
of every individual. Were those miracleB un- 
iversally received ss such, men would be so 
overwhelmed with the llllBsltr rather than 
with the force of their authority, as hardly to 
remain masters of their own conduct ; and in 
that case the very end of all miracles would 
be defeated, by their frequency. The truth, 
however, seems to be, that miracles so fre- 
quently repeated, would not be received as 
such, and ot course would have no authority 
because it would be difficult, and in many 
cases, impossible to distinguish them from 
natural events. If they recurred regularly 
at certain intervals, we could not prove them 
to be deviations from the known laws of na- 
ture ; because we should have the same expe- 
rience for one series of events as lor the oth- 
er ; for the regular succession of perpetual ef 
facta, as for the established constitution and 
course of things. 

"Be this, however, as it may, we shall take 
the liberty to affirm, that for the reality of the 
Gospel miracles, we. have evidence as convinc- 
ing to tbe reflecting mind, though not so 
striking to vulgar apprehension, as those had 
who were contemporary with Christ and his 
apostles, and actually saw the mighty works 
which be performed. The miracles of tbe 


New Testament were of such a nature, and 
performed before so many witnesses, that no 
imposition could possibly be practiced on tbe 
senses ot those who affirm that they were 
present. 

"From every age of the Gospel this is so 
evident, that the philosophical adversaries of 
the Christian fait h, never suppose the apostles 
to have been themselves deceived, but boldly ■ 
accuse them of bearing false witness. But if 
accusation be well fonnded, their testimony 
itself is as great a miracle as anv which they 
record of themselves or of their Master. For 
if they sat down to fabricate their pretended 
revelation, and to contrive a series of miracles 
to which they were unanimously to refer tor 
its truth, it is plain, since they proved suc- 
cessful in this daring enterprise, that they 
must have clearly foreseen every possi l»le cir- 
cumstance in which they could be placed, and 
have prepared consistent answers to every 
question that could be put to them by their 
most inveterate and most enlightened enemies: 
by the statesman, the lawyer, the philosopher, 
and the priest That such knowledge as this 
would have been miraculous, will not surely 
be denied ; since it forms the very attribute 
whioh we find it most difficult to allow, even 
to God himself. It is not, however, the only 
miracle which this superstition would compel 
us to swallow. The very resolution of the 
apostles to propagate the belief of false mira- 
cles in support of such a religion as that which 
is taught in the New Testament, is as great 
a miracle as human imagination can easily 
conceive. 

"When they formed this design, either they 
must have hoped to succeed, or they must 
have foreseen that they should fail in this un- 
dertaking ; and, in either case, they choose evil 
for its own mike. They could not, if they fore- 
saw they should tail, took for anything but 
that contempt, disgrace and persecution, 
which were then the inevitable consequences 
of an unsuccessful endeavor to overthrow the 
established religion. Nor could their pros- 
pects be brighter upon the supposition of 
their success. As they knew themselves to 
be false witnesses, and impious deceivers, they 
could have no hopes beyond the grave; and 
bv determining to oppose alt the religious sys- 
tems, superstitions and prejudices of the age 
in which they lived, they wilfully exposed 
themselves to inevitable misery in the present 
life, to insult and imprisonment, to stripes and 
death. Nor can it be said thai they might 
look tin- ward to power and affluence, when 
they should, through suffering, have convert- 
ed their countrymen, for so desirous were 
they of obtaining nothing hut misery as the end 
of their vision, that they made their own per- 
secution u test ol the truth of their doctrines. 
They introduced the master from whom they 
pretended to have received these doctrines, as 
telling them, that they were *ent forth as 
sheep in the midst ot wolves ; that they should 
be delivered up to councils and scourged in 
the synagogues ; that they should be hated 
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of all meu tor his name's sake ; &c. &c. The 
very system of religion, therefore which they 
invented and resolved to impose uoon man- 
kind, was so contrived, that the worldly pros- 
peril y of its preachers, and even their exemp- 
tion tram pei sedition, was incompatible with 
its success. Had these clear predictions of 
the author of that religion, under whom the 
apostles acted fmly as ministers, not been- 
verified, all mankind must have instantly per- 
ceived that their pretence to inspiration was- 
false, and that Christianity was a scandalous 
and impudent imposture. All this its apos- 
tles could not but foresee, when they form- 
ed their plan for deluding the world. Whence 
it follows, that when they resolved to support 
their pretended revelation by and appeal to 
forged miracles, they wilfully, and with their 
eyes open, exposed themselves to inevitable 
misery, whether they should succeed or fail in 
their enterprise ; and that they concerted their 
measures so as not to admit of a possi bility""* 
ot recompense to themselves, either in this 
life or that which is to come. But if there be 
a law of nature, for the reality ot which we 
have better evidence than we have for others,, 
it is that no man can choose misery for its 
own take, or make the acquisition of ft tbe ul- 
timate end of his pursuits. Tlie existence of 
other laws of nature we know by testimony, 
and our Own observation of the regularity ot 
their effects. Tbe existence of this law is , 
made known, not only hy these means, but \ 
also, by tbe still clearer and more conclusive 
evidence of our own consciousness. 

"Thus, then, do miracles force themselves 
npon oar assent in every possible view which 
we can take of this interesting subject If* 
the testimony of tbe first preachers of Chris- 
tianity were true, the miracles recorded in the 
Gospel, were certainly performed, and tbe 
doctrines of our religion are derived from' 
heaven. On the other hand, if their testimony 
were false, either God must have miraculous- 
ly eftaoed from tbe minds of those by whom, 
it was given all tbe associations formed be- 


am*. 


1 


mmam 


